The EEG response to diffuse and patterned photic stimulation during acute untreated alcohol withdrawal.
We studied the responses to diffuse and patterned stroboscopic light stimulation prospectively in 49 individuals during acute alcohol withdrawal prior to pharmacologic treatment. Photomyogenic responses (PMR) occurred in only two (4%) of those tested, and photoparoxysmal responses (PPR) never occurred. These findings suggest that PMR occur far less often during alcohol withdrawal than previously thought and that PPR may not be a direct manifestation of alcohol withdrawal.